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CIA Plotted to Blast Cuba Refinery = 


; jsination team actually reached) Yet some of the raiders sur, campus of Miaml University. 
By Jack Anderson ta Havana rooftop within Tne hdived, One of them, a young} Through tts doors passed 


The full, fantastic story of! ranze of Castro. But like ie peaeny Se stal_narnee Di ad. some of ihe aon aes 
the Bay o 4 jothers, this squad also: was'ley (yezy, bas emerxed frum: accret_cperatives: the dappe 
ee ey, Ne Pee aici and Cortured, under cuver. He has given us/John Roselli, rugged Bill Har 

: access.to his notes, documentsivey, “Kip Robertson and a. 


and draft chapters of a book:huge New Mexican re. 


Fenn Intelligence Agency's! Refinery -Raid 

ortresslike headquarters near! wow we hav 

; } Now we have learned of a oe 

Langley, Va. 'CIA plot to blow up Cubda’s] for the CIA. Indian. : 
AM the world knows that! most productive oil retinery.|: “The Cuban expertence,” ho]; Ayers got the assignment of: 


ClA-tralned Cuban. exiles'p.. k . j told us, “has-been a plague on;training a toush Cuban cadre- 
i Painetaking preparations were) cational carscience oa itlin the swamps of the Ever-: 


stormed ashore on a Cuban ‘ it 

beachheod and were cut eal Nec je crease van as been on mine. I think it's! clades and the beaches of the- 

pleces by Dictator Fidel Cas-i Using G2 phalos so:detsiind high time that at least partiKeys, He was supposed to! 

tro’s militiamen 10 years ono/that they showed every. bush,/of we story be told.” -  iteach them enough surf land. 
: peat ie Hinjt skill, underwater swim-! 


today. But the CIA has con-! 4 : i ‘Le 3 
jMa}. Edward Roderick, antoyy Assignment ming, demolition, boat han, 


cealed from the world how ith army engineer on loan to the: 
continued to send assassina-| Cj, constructed a mockup of A former paratrooper, pilot ;dling and simple survival for. 
squaas against Castro. how mortars couit be pre-!tain Ayers was training rang- 

Bit by bit, atories of these; simed, then placed by coneiers it ’Ralia Air Force Base, {million doitar refinery. : 
postinvaston sores are leak-jmandoa in a precise spot and:Fla., when he received orders! The story of their night land-. 


vealed, for example, how the! gut he junked the idea belcial Activities Group in Wash-'refinery fiztie-witt be told in. 
he baht : swashbuckling ur-'eayse a human errer of anj ington. a future colunin. : 
erworld figure, John Rosellilinch or two could seud a! Me was put through physl- : , 
to make six unsuccessful! mortar shell Into an inhabited ical, psychiatric and lie detes-{ Capitol Conversation 
assassinaion attempta upon: area. Then the whole plan was}tor examinations for a week,! From the Horse's Mouth —- , 
Castro, junked after President Ken-nen he was hustled over to/We have already reported that”: 
The CIA assigned twolnedy’s assassination.’ jthe CIA's Cuban section. Attorney Generat John Mit~ 7 
trusted agents, Billy Harvey! We have also learned that; He was questioned for three|chell will resign from the Cab-, = 
and “Biz Jim” O'Connel, tothe CIA seattered-. $20 billsjdays by CIA officlats who,jinet to rua Fresident Nixon’s-. 
direct. the murder missions. /around like green’ confetti: toifinally satisfied, provided him! 1072 campaisn, operating att: 
Oa the first two tries, Rosel-!finance the clandestine antiwith a cover story, nhony | irst out of his former law of--2 


li's assassins sought to stip,Castro operations. Bales of.documents and a ticket to! fice. Now insiders teil us the’: 
to'Miami. He adopted the name/ President is considering Wil--- 


leaders, who Daniel B. Williams and was; Ham Ruckelshaus, now the ens. 
were made by sniper teams‘pgave no accounting of how: assizned to a CIA front called) vironment czar, as. Mitchell's . 
equipped with highpowered they spent it ‘Paragon Alr Service. replacement... During his 
Belgian rifles, exiosives and: Some were stashed by men’ The CIA lodged Ayers and! appearance cn the David Frost . 
two-way radios. Isince killed. Other thousands Roderick In a luxurious beach| Show, Mitchell denied our re-.+ 
There were midnight power! were buried in former pirate'house in Key Biscayne. The| port that Los Angeles Sheriff 
boat dashes to seeret landing! tairs in the Florida Keys. Stil! two undercover Army men Peter Pitchess had been sound: * 
spots on the Cuban coast and. more thousands were strewn worked out of a CIA front—| ed out about taking J. Edgar. 
machine-gun exchanges in the on the beaches uf Cuba where a columned building with the! Hoover's job. We got the story. ” 
dark of night with Cuban{would-be raiders left their‘cover name of Zenith Techni-| ;rom a White House alde. : 
patrol boats. The last assas-, boues, ‘sal Enterprises—on the south: — ¢ 1971. Bet-Mocture Syndicate. tne, * 


he is writing sbout his raids'membered only 5s “The Big: - 


Yon teams and commando: the piant. He even figured out and demolitions expert, Cana na areal tage ie 
} iow ew 


he Army's Spe-jings in Cuba and the great oil) 
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| Telltale Traces of CIA Cache Found — 
ie cat a sheaf of three 


ied in former pirate lairs in, However, he told us his 
bills matted toxether with 


-|story and showed us the bonk 


By Jack Anderson 


; the Florida keys... : 
My assoclate Les Whitten . records. We also checked outimud and ttrass. 
has Just returned from atreas-} Secret CIA Site. his veraclty carefully. 5 sent} The bilis were neor s:raps 
.es Whitten to accompany:of a road map, which Ayere 


One who perked up his earsinim back to the keys to re-!said had been used asa wrap 
over the whispers was Bradley lcaver the CIA money. We notl-iper for the sultease bills. 
rates onco. stashed) Spanish! Ayers, a former Army coptain,| fied the Treasury Departenent,ifreasury recorda shaw the 
gold. : NTO Was on loan to the CIA in] in cee, that "i re-jbilts were printed between 

> 288 7 coverc¢ A cash would bej April, 1966, and August, 1998. 
He found one cache where) 1963-64 to train Cuban assault turned over to the Treasury. Lene is no way ute this 
thousands in molding $20 bills; teams. One training site had . : soe ; . 
: Treasure Hunt wus part of the money which 
had been buried. But someone} been located on Upper Key x the CIA continued to provide 
had reached the secret site!Largo cn land that the Mon-; Whitten, Ayers and Ayérs'| anu-Castro exiles. Hut the sto- 
ahead of him. All Whitten|™me County tax assessor's of-}wife flew to an alr strip oni ries that led tu the cache came 
fg i feathiere fice Identified as belonging tol Upper Key Larso. Using +t 95lin part ta Ayers from Cubans 
ifound were six weathered. ine University of Miam, a base of operations, they!ne helped train for the CIA. 
jmatted $20 bills htat appar-| the CLA also operated outjreconnoltered the dark man-j 

ently had been dropped about} of a front, called Zenith Tech-j grove thickets, sluggish can-— Washington Whirl 
1200 yards away. nicat Enterprises, on the unil-/ als, treacherous swamps «rf sea Vol : ‘ 
| In an earller column, wo re-| Versits’s south campus. Thusigrass and crocodile-tnfested| Yelunteer Army —Preaident 
i eee = tthe respected university, wit-|creeks where Ayers had ace} Nixon In Icadlng the opposi- 
{ported that the Central Intelll- tingly ot otherwise, provided itrained Cuban commandas. ‘tion to his own propsoal tur-a 
; gence Agency had delivered|/the site for an extension 


For two days, they eaugged| Yoluntecr Army—at icant for 
fhales of $20 bills to Cuban] course in Infiltration and dem-|throuch the.creeks in a atal-i the next two years, At a secret 
iexile: leaders to finance clan-|olition. : low-draft 18-foot skiff, starved} While House legislative con- 
;desting operations against! Ayers learned enoigh fromloccasionally by the harks ofiference, he warned GOP eon 

Communist Cuba. his former trainees to figure|crocodiles. When they werejsretsional feadera: “Sume 
 .Assassination teams, sabo-}out where some of the CfAjennvineed no one was folisw.|vates to end the draft may 
ttage squads and commando|money snight be hidden. Heling, they plunged through un-} look popular temporarily. Isut 
iunits were sent against Castro} told us he discovered a half-|derbrush so thick they{/n the long view, our recom- 
{ after the abortive Kays of Pigs| buried suitcase full of mold-jcouldn't see four feet ahead. mendailons (to extend Ube 
invasion, Theso missions ap-ling, mutilated $20 bills, Finally they came upon the ,ireft for two years) will prove 
parently werd halted after] ‘rhe sultcase was In a re-{bramblecloaked site where!to be right.” White House aide 
| President Kennedy's assasst-|mote spot that he was confi:| Ayers said he had discovered | Peter Flanigan explained to 
irotion. But the CLA continued] dent wouldn't be discovered. |the suitcase. The soll at tne,the leaders that “.\ shortfall 
ati slp infiltration seams into{He took out a dozen bills to[hiding place had been turnediof 100,€00 men {3 expected” 
icuba to gather intelligence, {make sure they weren't coun-{up and sifted for.10 yards {nineat year. He described the 
| The CIA pald all expenses, |terfeit. Banks redeemed aill all directions. The underbrush ‘administration’s plans ty en- 
j spparently, in cash. Hugejbut two badly weathered $20jand sea grass were tratapied |courage volunteers hy offering - 
{sums were turned over tojbillx as If by many feet. ifinancial incentives, Including 
texile leaders, who gave no ac-|; Then Ayers’ house was mys-| The suitcase fuli of cur-[a $6,600 benus to thise whe 
rwounting of now they spent {t. {teriously broken Into and ree-| rency was gone. Disappointed, /wiit re-enlist for combat duty. 

i There were whispers that|ords of his find were taken.|they combed the area. Within pur be warned this “would 
{some money had disappeared Fearing the CIA or Cuban ex-{a quarter mile, Whitten 876:-i mean cuts in other vital areas - 
ted _o tattered $20 Diil. AxerSiin the Defense Department.” | 


finto private bank accounts,files were watchix) him, he ; 
jenat ether thousands wero bur-'dared not return to the cache. |found two more, then Whitten?) ¢ 1971, pelMeclure Braciente, Ine. 


jure hunt for buried CIA cash 
jin the Florida Keys whera pt- 
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7 nee Cuban Oil Raid 


THE SUPPRESSED sTony 


ean now be teid ef how the 


Central Intellicence Agency 
organized a Cubana exile raid 
on Cuha’s key oi} refinery in 


1963 but aborted it after the. 


assassination of President 
Kennedy. 

Insiders sav the corporate 
cil giants, heping eventually 
to recover their property in 
Cuda, broucht quict pressure 
to quash any raids upon ree 
fineries. Lyadon Johnson, 
who canceled the raid after 
succeeding bin. mennedy ta 
the White House, was ¢luse 
to Texas oil Intcrests. 

We have learned the dra- 
matic details from Bradicy 
Ayers, a 36-year-old former 
‘Army captain, who was se- 
tected by the CHA to train 
Cuban exiles for infiltration 
and assault missions Includ- 
ing the refinery raid in Ma- 
tanzas province. : 

We have checked out 
Ayers’ story’ with -our own 
sources, who confirm he is 
correct about names, places 
and dates. From a group of 
pictures, Ayers also wes able 
to pick out immediately a 
CiA undercover operative 
who we knew had been in- 


yoived in the CIA raids 


against Cuba. 
The rugged Ayers, a for- 
mer Army ranrer Instructor, 


“grained the refinery raiders. 


The recruiling for the mis- 
sion had already been com- 
pleted before he was as 
signed to the project. CIA of- 
ficials took him by motor 
Jaunch through swampy Ever: 
giades canals and across the 
open sea to secluded Morida 
Keys to mect the recruits, 


‘Ayers and the CIA men se 


lected Palo Alto Key, Upper 
Key Largo and Card Sound 
on the edge of the Ever. 
glades as teainiug sites. 
“Most of the Cubans," said’ 
Ayers, “were bank clerks, 
bushoys, waiters, musicians, 
laborers, men who had fied 
to the United States, -Many 
had nover fired a weapon. 
Trey were disorganized and 
undisciplined. I got the job 
of reorganizing the training 
program.” , 


AYERS ran off simulated 
raids near Card Sound 
against a local Southern Bell 
microwave facility with a 


hizh security fence. Other’ 


nights, he shared black bears 
and rice, drank atd sinoked 
spot with his Cutan cadre. 
“The rag-tag recruits grade 
ually-beeame a fichting team, 
For firsthand experience. he 
secretly accompanied two in- 


filtration groups on missions 


to Cuba. 
s 


< 


“We went on & commcr- 
clatly rigged trawler, aA 
‘cover’ vessel,” he sald. “We 
ran blackout under a quarter 
moon, towirst a V-20 Tauneh, a 
high-powered fiberglass bout. 

“We exchanved Licht siz: 
nals with the partisans 
ashore in Pinar -del Rio and 
launched tivo rubber boats. 
The team made contact with 
the partisans, and we pieked 
up a wounded man who'd 


been a prisoner of Castro. 


JRur the Cuban partisans 
were careless With the lichts. 

“After we got the wounded 
man into a rubber boat, we 
were discovered by a Sovict- 
type patrol craft with spot. 
lights, We covered our with- 
drawal with) o machineguns 
from the V-20 buat. Although 
we took casualties, we finally 
got back to the trawler. Our 
boats were pretty well shot 
up. 

“On the way home, we saw 
a Cuban fishing eraft flying a 
distress fing and found it had 
a toad of refucees. We took 
them on beard.” 

A second sortie to cache 
supplies for agents alreacy in 
Cuba was less eventful Fi 
nativy, in September, 1983, 
Ayers was insiructed by the 
CLA to make detailed train- 
ing plans for the refinery 
raid. 

He was given specific or: 
ders not to land on Cuba 
himself during the raid, But 
he was too emotionally in- 
volved with the Cubans’ 
cause to stay out and wrote 
himself into the plans. “We 
were ‘all on a live-for-today, 
tomorraw-we-die philosophy,” 
he explained. 


“ay faith in the se 


But on the day of the final 
rehearsal, President Kennedy 
was killed, and the CIA or: 
dered Ayers to shut down the 
operation, “) was ina sort of 
trauma,” said the swashbuc- 
Kling instructor, “I made 
trips to Washineton to plead 
the cause of the freedony 
fighters with the minor off 


ciaty 1 knew, Butt just got. 


disappointed and angry.” 
Finally in October, 1964, 
Ayers resivned from active 
duty with a lomt statement of 
principie to his CLA and 
Army supesters. "As a sole 
der, To had been taucht L 
shoukin’t question patitical 
or diplomatic action,” he 
wrote, “But as a freethink: 
ing | Amerleuy citizen, 


eautdn'h... sperdinate my 


duty. My country was no 


longer playing fo win, and 
yals to which 


1 dedivated my life was 

shaken.” 

¢ 1971, BeileacClure Byndteate. 150. 
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DATE): 6 duly 1964 


3-64 


YOUR ; 
REFERENCE: 23225 (USA) 
. . . a 
CASE NO. : 366055 | 
TO : Chief, Lrp 
ATTN : 
SUBJECT : AYERS, Bradley E. 
1. ‘This is to inform you that clearance is granted to invite 
Subject to Headquarters for interviews. . 
2. This is not a clearance for Subject's access ta classified 
material or information. : 
FOR THE DIRECTOR OF SECURITY: 
See 
row 1174 steoa| 
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~ SECURITY APPROVAL 


DATE :- 10 August 1964 
YOUR 
REFERENCE: 23826 DDP/WH/SA (USA) J 


CASE NO. : 366085 


TO : Director of Personnel 


SUBJECT : AYERS, Bradley Earl 


1. This is to inform you that Subject has been approved for the 
appointment specified in your request under the provisions of 
Headquarters Regulations 10-3 and 20-5 including access to 
classified informatlon through TOP SECRET as required in the 


performance of duties. 


2. Unless arrangements are made within 60 days for entrance on duty 
within 120 days, thls approval becomes invalid. 


3. .As part of the entrance on duty processing: 


(J A personal interview in the Office of Security must be arranged. 


A personal interview is not necessary. 


(_} Please advise Chief, Clearance Branch, extension 5620 
when Subject enters on duty. 


FOR THE DIRECTOR OF SECURITY: 


LEM Labbe 


Chief, Personnel Security Division 
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LIL, AN 635-120, to bo ofructive 20 Lecemvor 19h. 


2. I desire to tanter my resignation because L want to rebtura to 
civilian life end the pursuit of private enterprise... 


3. L umorstand that this resignation, Lf accept, wiil be ac epted 
under hoiorable conditions, ang that I will be furnished a discharge car- 
tificate a3 determined In tiea:quarters, separtmant cf the aray. 


4. Prasant duty station cashingten, 4, Cog Avaignmont US Arny ‘Slesant 
Joint support Greup (5 3-779). 
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EMPLOYEE STREAL NO, LP MAME CF EMPLOYEE (Loet-Fecat.widdte) Grrict or ABSIGNMENT - 
366085 | AYERS, BRADLEY EARL DDP/SAS 
REASON FOR CLEARANCE Q RESIGNATION O EUTENDED LEAVE Gq ornan Speci ty): 9) PAGS penance 


" VERTF TCAT"ION OR CERTIFICATION OF OFFICIALS 


‘ certiry THAT | WAVE REVIESLS THE RECOROS OF THIS COMPONENT AND, TACECAT AS INDICATLO, THE EMPLOYEE NAMEO 1S CLEARED 
* OR WAS SATISFACTORILY OFSSNMRCED MIS OOLIGATION TO THIS COMPONENT, . 


ROOM NUMBER 8° BLOG, CLULARED BY 


fas INSURANCE BRANCH, OP ; 2025 R& 's | / fo 


CENTRAL PROCESSING BRANTN, CP 1D-70 . H rs V fo 


3d F1-159 fo 


LIBRARY, OCR (Language & Wain). 


CREDIT UNION, OP = 7 13-33, Hgs_ fe 


REGISTRAR, OTR 


js? FISCAL OtVESTON = GH-4408 Hqa ative - 


« 


fer 636 |RSS South eh eos 2 


FINANCE DIVISION 


Jast OFFICE OF SECURITY 4E-50 Has Cy e OC th itieacs 
Trans portation 2313 Qtrs Ey gfe 
‘x Exit Interview 1337_ R&S 
COMMENTS (Data pertaining to ry exceptions to above clearances, etc.) Pam T 


Cenreng Creed Sure 7 Bou Wel (XR QW OOS es 


CERTIFICATION: AND ND_FORWARO ING AODRESS OF SEPARATING EMPLOYEE 


FORWAAD ING cACORESS Bis WHER, STREET. CITY, ZONE, 51 ZONE, STATE . 
cal i020 N Owen St, Stillwater, Minnesota 


CHECK MALLING ADORESS [namSER, STREET. CHTY. ZONE, STATE 
Cif other than above) i 


t CERTIFY THAT TO TRE BEST Sf UT KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF. ALL GOVERNMENT PROPERTY ISSUED TO ME HAS DEEN RETURNED OR 


HAS BEEN PROPESLY ACTOUNTER FOP AND TMAT $ AM MOT INSESTLO TO THE UNITED STATES SOVERNMENT WHATSOEVER AY A RESULT 
OF MY CONNECTION WITH THE AGENCY, 


faeces sil 
OATE : ‘uae OF EMPLOYEE 


enact 


CERTIFICATION (This forn is invalid without cuthocizsed signatuco)” 


sro ceRtiey THAT TH adcve LISTED COMPONENT OFFICIALS ANO THOSE LISTED ON FORM 21a (or theie designees) wave 
Positive VEREFicarrasy ot CERTIFICATION Treat YUE SEPARATING EMPLOYEE HAS DISCHARGED HIS OBLIGATIONS TO THE 
FOR ANY FUNDS OR PROPERTY BNC Has BEEN ISSUED TO HIM, OR SATISFACTORILY ARRANGED 


#95 TO THE AGENCY. 


THIS 
GIVEN 
COMPONENT, RETURNED 08 aco 
FOR SETTLEMENT OF aNY INDEOT 


is pe a 
Date SUGNAT. 2 oF AUTHOR EZED OFFICES OF OFFICE TITLE 
lisDec6h oe \ 
; | Majer, Inf DC, Army, Navy « ‘larine Corps Br, MePD 


FORM ; ; =a I = 
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